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Jeanne 

ItÊhadÊbeenÊaÊwhileÊsinceÊPhiladelphiaÊhadÊordainedÊaÊnew,Êfirst- meÊelder.ÊThisÊpastÊ
SundayÊweÊordainedÊFranÊYoungblood,ÊcompleteÊwithÊtheÊlayingÊonÊofÊhands.ÊIÊaskedÊallÊwhoÊ
hadÊeverÊbeenÊordainedÊanÊelderÊtoÊcomeÊforwardÊforÊthisÊholyÊmomentÊinÊanÊordina onÊser-
vice,ÊandÊItÊwasÊaÊmovingÊ meÊtoÊseeÊallÊtheseÊfaithfulÊservantsÊofÊtheÊchurchÊcomeÊforwardÊtoÊ
doÊthat.ÊIÊdon’tÊknowÊhowÊFranÊfelt,ÊbutÊwhenÊIÊwasÊordainedÊasÊanÊElder,ÊtheÊweightÊofÊthoseÊ
handsÊfeltÊsoÊheavy. 

AlongÊwithÊtheÊlayingÊonÊofÊhands,ÊtheÊnewlyÊelectedÊeldersÊalsoÊansweredÊaÊnumberÊofÊ
installa onÊques onsÊ–ÊandÊthey’reÊnotÊforÊtheÊ mid.ÊTheyÊwereÊaskedÊtoÊaffirmÊtheirÊtrustÊinÊ
Christ,ÊasÊwellÊasÊacceptanceÊofÊtheÊauthorityÊofÊtheÊscripturesÊandÊtheÊtenetsÊofÊtheÊreformedÊ
faith.ÊTheyÊagreedÊtoÊbeÊgovernedÊbyÊtheÊpolityÊofÊtheÊchurchÊandÊtoÊserveÊtheÊmembersÊofÊtheÊ
churchÊwithÊenergyÊandÊlove.ÊWeÊhaveÊaÊsayingÊinÊtheÊPCUSA:ÊonceÊanÊelder,ÊalwaysÊanÊelder.Ê
It’sÊlikeÊbeingÊordainedÊasÊaÊminister.ÊThoseÊvowsÊareÊlifelongÊ–ÊaÊrulingÊelderÊmakesÊaÊcommit-
ment,ÊjustÊlikeÊsomeoneÊdoesÊatÊbap sm,ÊtoÊfollowÊaÊseriesÊofÊbeliefsÊandÊpurposeÊthroughoutÊ
aÊlifeÊofÊmembershipÊinÊtheÊchurch. 

ThanksÊtoÊallÊofÊyouÊwhoÊhaveÊbeenÊordainedÊandÊservedÊourÊchurchÊwithÊsuchÊdedica-
on.ÊTheÊmembersÊofÊthisÊcongrega onÊcountÊonÊtheÊsessionÊtoÊdoÊthingsÊ“decentlyÊandÊinÊor-

der”ÊandÊtoÊlookÊa erÊourÊassetsÊandÊcongrega onalÊwellbeing.ÊTheyÊmakeÊsureÊworshipÊisÊcar-
riedÊoutÊaccordingÊtoÊtheÊguidelinesÊofÊtheÊBookÊofÊOrder,ÊtheyÊtakeÊcareÊofÊtheÊchurchÊproper-
ty,ÊtheyÊoverseeÊtheÊchurch’sÊfinancesÊandÊmakeÊsureÊweÊspendÊyourÊmoneyÊwisely,ÊtheyÊover-
seeÊtheÊadministra onÊofÊchurchÊbusinessÊandÊpersonnel,ÊtheyÊoverseeÊSundayÊSchoolÊandÊoth-
erÊchurchÊprograms,ÊandÊtheyÊpromoteÊandÊoverseeÊoutreachÊeffortsÊinÊtheÊcommunity.ÊBigÊ
shoesÊtoÊfillÊ–ÊandÊyourÊeldersÊfillÊthemÊwell. 

IfÊyouÊhaveÊneverÊservedÊasÊanÊelder,ÊIÊaskÊyouÊtoÊstartÊthinkingÊaboutÊthat.ÊIfÊyouÊaren’tÊ
readyÊtoÊmakeÊthatÊcommitment,ÊofferÊtoÊserveÊonÊoneÊofÊourÊcommi ees.ÊAllÊtheÊworkÊtheÊ
churchÊdoesÊisÊsummarizedÊonÊtheÊbackÊofÊtheÊbulle nÊ–ÊpickÊsomethingÊtoÊgetÊengagedÊinÊandÊ
helpÊusÊcarryÊoutÊtheÊworkÊofÊPhiladelphia.ÊWe’reÊshortlyÊgoingÊtoÊbeginÊplanningÊforÊtheÊ2025Ê
HomecomingÊcelebra onÊ–ÊtheÊ200thÊanniversaryÊofÊthisÊchurch.ÊItÊwillÊbeÊanÊexci ngÊ meÊasÊ
weÊrememberÊwhereÊwe’veÊbeenÊandÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊwhereÊweÊareÊgoing. 

InÊtheÊmean me,ÊcongratulateÊEliotÊLawrence,ÊFredÊRohrbach,ÊandÊFranÊYoungbloodÊasÊ
theyÊbeginÊaÊnewÊtwoÊyearÊtermÊasÊelders,ÊandÊGregÊDurden,ÊJenniferÊRohrbach,ÊandÊMaryÊ
SmithÊasÊtheyÊcon nueÊtheirÊtermÊforÊanotherÊyear.ÊIfÊyouÊhaveÊconcerns,ÊletÊthemÊknow.ÊWeÊ
areÊallÊhereÊtoÊserve. 


